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UL Some farther Obfervations relating: to. the Anti-
quities and Natural Hiftory of lIreland. In &
Letter from the late Mr. Edw: Lhwyd, Keeper-of
the Afhmolean Mufeum in. Oxford, to Dr.
‘Tancred Robinfon, F.R.S.

Penfansy it Cornwall, Aug. 25, 17002
Honoured. Siv, :

" OR. Antiquities, Ireland affords no great variety 3-

" - at leaft it was not our fortune to be much divert-
ed that way. I have ian divers Parts of the Kingdom-
picked up abaut 20 or 30 frifpi Manufcripts on Parche
ment :: Bot- the Ignorance of their Criticks is fuch, thae
tho’ [ confulted the chiefeft of them, as O Flaberty (Author
of the Ogygre) and feveral others, they could. fcarce
interpret: one. Page of all my Manufcriptss and this is
occaltoned by the want of a Dictionary, whick it feems
none of their Nation ever. tock the-trouble to compofe.
I was informed.(but how truly I know not)they have
lately printed one at.the Irifi €ollege in Lovain 3 which:
if I could procure, Ithould not defpair of being in a-
thore time able myfelf to underftand thefe Manufcripts;
tha’ many of them beiag but iafignificant Romances, it
would fearce quit the Pains.. What: I moft value. a-
mong(t them are their old.Laws, which might give
fome Light to the Curious as to many. of their Natio-
nal Cultomss:and feme of their old Poems: But alk are
of ule to any that would compofe a Dictionasy of their
Language ; which was anciently (cenfidering the nar»
rownels of: their. Kuoowledge as to Arts and. Sciences)
doubtlefs.vesy, copions.. ;
. .‘}
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T fiw no Coins found there, but the Romen Gold
Coin of Valemtinian jun. formerly mentioned 5 feveral
of our old Ewglifp fince the Conquefts and one caft
Brafs Piece infcribed with Rumic Letters, which I take
0 hive been a Danifb- Amulet.

Several of our old Briti(h- Monuments, called Kuer,
Karry Cromlech, &c. we met with 3 and found that they
diftinguifhed them by the fame Names.

What were peculiar to-themfelves; were  their high
rourid Towers for Belfreys ; their round Entrenchments,
comtmonly called Dares Rathes; and the Elf-Atrow
Heads of Flint

About Slego and* Buli Shany. we had good fuccefs as.
to Figur’d Stones 5. where we met with variety of Aftro-
podia and Affrorrhize, or Modieli, not yet figured or de--
{cribed, together with other Curiofities in that kinds
all which (together witlt the Manufcripts) I have long
tince fent to Oxfird.

In the fame Neighbourhood, on the Mountains of Ber
Balber-and Ben Buifhgen,. we met with a Number of the
rare Mountain Plants of Ewgland and Wales, and three
or. four not-yet.difcover'd in Britain. . Mr. Heaton’s Cha-
medrys. Alpina is a.common Plant on thofc Hills, as allo -
on divers-other Mountains and Heathy Grounds i Cozne-
nachp-and Mungler.

In the e of Aran (near Galloway) we found great
plenty of the Adiantbum verum, and a fort.of matted
Campion- with a white Flower, which I bewail the
Eofs of 5 for an iatperfe Sprig of it was only broughe-
me 5 and I waited afterwards in Rain almoft a whole
Week for fair Weather, to have gone in queft of i

In moft-of the Mountains of Galloway and Mayo-grows:
anuclegant fort: of Heath, bzaring large Thyme-leaves,
a Spike of fair purple Flowers like fome Campannld,: and
vifcous Stalks.. L knoew not whether it. be any.thing
zelated:to the Cifli. Ladinifer ci. :



(526 )

In the {ame Places Pinguicula flore carneo-minore i3 3
~common Plant, and a fort of Ros Solis, which I take to
:be undefcribed.

Sedum ferratum folits pediculis oblongis infidentibus is
exceeding common on all the Mountainous Trads of
. Mayo, Galloway, and Keri.

On the Mountains of Ker:, Sanicula guttata grows in
abundance ; together with fome other rare Plants, asthe

Arbutus. Cotyledon hirfuta. Cirfiume bumile montanum Cy-
nogloffifolio polyanthemum R. Syn.  Alcbimilla Alpina pen-
taphgllos. Samicula aizoides inter gustatam & Sedum fer-
ratum ambigens. Veronica procumbens maxima, an N. D 2
¢vc. - But the Tories fruftrated our Curiofity here, tho’
‘o where elfe in the Kingdom.

Pentaphylloides fruticofa we found plentifully amongft
Lime-Stone Rocks on the.-Banks of Loch Crib in the
County of Calloways and Dr. Merret’s Vaccinia rubra
Soliis Myrtinis crifpis (a very beautiful Plant) we found
to be no rarity in this Kingdom.

We: have preferved of all thefe, and fome more I
‘have .not time to mention ; as alfo of fuch Marine Plants
-as had not occur’d .in Wales.

We met with fome Marine Animals of the Exanguious
kind, that were Strangers to us 3 and have preferved by
Figures and dried Paterns what we could.—— I am,

Hououred Sir,
Xonr Obedient bngble Servant,

E. LHWYD.
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